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Cherished family memories of Marysburg farm life

Ray and Caroline Albers began
their married life together in the fall
of 1936 on a small farm 3 miles
north of Marysburg. There they
worked hard and built a supportive
family and community life for their
five children. On the farm there
was always lots of work — in the
fields, repairing machinery, hauling
grain, tending to animals, gardening, canning, cooking, cleaning,
sewing and caring for children.
Mom and Dad’s life also
included extended family and
socializing. Inviting relatives for
dinner and card games with neighbors and friends were enjoyed!
Dad played in the Marysburg band
and was an avid sports fan. Both
Mom and Dad regularly participated in curling and numerous other
community and church activities.
We siblings feel very fortunate
to have had Ray and Caroline for
parents and Marysburg as our
community. Mom and Dad
instilled in us the values and skills
that we needed to go anywhere —
hard work, independence, ‘always
do your best’, and be a principled
and generous person. Education
was stressed and we were expected to do well in school, a value
that continues with the grandchildren and great grandchildren. The
community taught us to care for
and appreciate other people.
In 1962, Ray and Caroline with
their three youngest offspring,
moved to a long awaited and
much deserved new home in
Humboldt, although they continued to farm for several more
years. As in Marysburg, our family became an active part of the
Humboldt community. After a
long and cherished life, we said
goodbye to Dad on March 2, 1998
at the age of 87 and to Mom on
October 26, 2011 at the age of 99.
Each of us would like to share
some of our memories of growing
up in the Albers family.
JERRY: Unfortunately, we lost
Jerry in Kelowna BC in 1994, just
short of his 57th birthday. His
death was very difficult for Mom
and Dad! Jerry had a full life
immersed in entrepreneurial pursuits, hard work and vigorous play.
His attachment to farm life was
evident in the operation of his own
farm for numerous years. His
daughter tells me one of the things
he often talked about was the
horse and caboose rides to school,
and stoking the fire in the stove to
keep everyone warm. We all
remember how committed Dad
was on those cold winter mornings
— always getting us to Marysburg
for 8 am mass before school.
The Paul Bauml family was
our closest neighbor on the farm.
Jerry and Clarence became good
friends and played more than a
few tricks in their younger years!
When Jerry first started working
in Saskatoon, I (Ellen) remember

From left to right - Back row: Ellen, Jerry, Ed, Ann
Front row: Ray, Caroline, Lois

how he spoiled me with a beautiful doll at Christmas! On another
occasion, when the pasture was
flooded with water in the spring,
he came home with a dinghy and
took Ed and me ‘boating’. What a
good time we had!!
LOIS: Some of my favorite
memories are helping Mom rip
apart old garments to make ‘new
ones’ on the old treadle sewing
machine. We had very few store
bought clothes! Now we are
grateful to have needlework, hand
sewn quilts and knotted afghans
as a remembrance of Mom’s talents and ambition.
Harvesting season was hectic
with stooking and threshing, and
neighbors and friends helping each
other. I often trekked out to the
field with lunches for the crew —
syrup pails of hot coffee, sandwiches, and cake or pie, all home
baked, of course! In later years
when Dad got a tractor and combine, we all got our turn to haul
grain with the horses and wagon.
And wheat gum for a treat!
There were always lots of
daily chores such as bringing in
water from the well, wood for the
stove, collecting eggs, and washing dishes and the dreaded cream
separator.
We also had time to play!
Dorothy Bauml and I spent many
hours ‘playing house’ in a cleared
out area in the bush. We divided
the space into rooms, roped them
off, and swept the floors ‘clean’.
Ellen and Ann were grateful to
inherit this well furnished abode.
We also played lots of hopscotch,
skipping and ‘Auntie Auntie I
Over’! We kids all shared a large
men’s bicycle handed down from
Uncle Cliff Albers. Before we
could reach the pedals, we rode
with one leg ‘underbar ’, and
often attempted tricks in the yard

or while coasting down the ‘big
hill’ on the graveled road.
ED: Each summer the kitchen
linoleum needed a fresh coat of
paint-usually green with dabs of
white that Mom made with a
crumpled cloth or sponge. The
chairs and table, camp stove and
dishes were moved out to the
shade of the trees, and this is
where we lived for the next day
or so. We only had one door into
the house, so, entry to the bedroom was by climbing through a
window. That was really fun!!
We had no power in our house,
so Jerry gave Dad a Phillips 6 Volt
shaver which he could plug into
the cigarette lighter in the car. This
is where dad shaved every morning — summer and winter too.
With no plug-in for the car,
nor a garage, Dad would not even
try to start the car in the winter.
Instead, he routinely would harness the horses, pull the car a few
feet and the car would start. The
horses had done this so often,
they would stop on their own.
Fifteen minutes later we would be
off to church or school.
Each spring we would get 100
new baby chickens. They stayed
in the caboose on a fresh layer of
finely ground peat moss. Each
night they had to be caught, put
into the delivery crates, and
brought into the house where it
was warm. The cheeping would
finally stop when it got dark!
ELLEN: Mom and Dad would
take turns staying up at night in
the winter to keep the fire going
in the stove. One of my favorite
memories is waking up, crawling
out of bed and cuddling up on
Dad’s lap by the kitchen table
where he sat playing solitaire.
Laundry day was outside in
summer, in the kitchen in winter
with the wringer washing

we left the farm. The move to
Humboldt was exciting! I asked
dad if he was going to put an ad
in the paper that said “house for
sale”.
I remember playing with
Tommy the cat, who would sit at
the screen door and call my name.
I remember the big macaroni box
filled with bags of nuts and candies
sitting on the driveway on the
Feast of St. Nicholas. When we got
new chicks, I decided I would
teach them to fly by throwing them
over my head. They never did
learn to fly, and I was in trouble!
There were the many bottles of
homemade root beer, and the thrill
of popping off the cap outside to
see the ‘explosion’ and try to save
the contents! I remember the
Saturday afternoon trips into
Humboldt for business and goods
that we could not buy at ‘Herbie’s
store’ and getting frozen meat and
veggies from our locker. These
would be hung down the well in a
big can when we got home.
“The Boys” — horses King
and Dan were part of the family!
When Mr. and Mrs. ‘Hank’ (Hank
and Mary Dressler) would borrow
Dan, King would wait by the
fence until he came back home. I
also recall licking the salt blocks
out in the pasture and picking
flowers along the roadside into
Marysburg.
In 2012 the Albers family consists of four siblings and spouses
(Lois’s husband deceased), 14
grandchildren and spouses, 17
great grandchildren, and 1 great
great granddaughter all living in
SK, AB and BC.
Thank you so much for reminiscing with us! As time passes,
these memories become ever
more precious!!

machine. Winter added a few special touches — melting snow for
soft water and bringing in frozen
clothes from the line later in the
day, some of which could stand
upright until they thawed.
When we were not needed to
help with chores, there was still
much to do. I loved school and
sports and often got into Dad’s
shop to ‘make things’. The gravel
pile was the scene of many bumps
and scrapes as a result of practicing
high jump on my stand built from
the straightest poles and crossbars
found in the bush. Pole vaulting
proved to be even more of a challenge as numerous long poles were
not quite able to sustain the pressure on my way up or over!
Wedding showers and church
picnics attended
by the entire
community provided a chance
for the ladies to
chat
(and
work!), the men
to play cards
and the kids to
play. Marysburg
Sports Day in
the summer was
an important
community
event for us, especially during
the years when
Mom and Dad
operated the
hot dog
and
hamburger
stand. Many
tears were shed
slicing onions!
And even then,
Marysburg
Royals were the
best!!
ANN: I was
only six when
Caroline Zens and Ray Albers
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A temporary job — but still on the road
By Renee Puetz

Back in 1965, Joe Eisner was
looking for a temporary enhancement to a cash flow issue. Joe and
his wife Muriel operated a small
“mixed farm” (as they said back
in the day when they still existed). They grew a little bit of
everything — grain, cows, pigs,
chickens, turkeys and they were
interested in making a little more
money. With land prices on the
incline, driving school bus
seemed a good temporary fit to
supplement their farming income.
So it began — the temporary job.
Joe’s bus driving career began
at Marysburg in 1965. He was one
of 2 bus drivers, Jack Uliski the
other, who picked up the kids and
got them to St. Henry’s School.
Joe drove this route for four years,
switching to a longer HumboldtFulda route back in January of
1969 — a route which he still drives today. Bus drivers are paid for
kilometres driven, so a longer
route equates to a bigger cheque at
the end of the day. These days
Joe’s route is 179 km per day.
Somehow in the mix of a busy
household of their own five kids,
farm chores and big garden, Muriel
found the time to get her license
and drive school bus as well. She’s
had her license for 33 years, and
her own route for 22 of those 33.
Throughout the years Muriel drove
various routes beginning in 1976
with a route to St. Henry’s at
Marysburg (2 years), 1986 - 1991
to Fulda school (which closed in
1991), 1997 - 2003 to Muenster
School, 2003 - 2012 Fulda West
route taking kids in to Humboldt
schools. Throughout the inbetween years Muriel drove as a
substitute for Joe when he was tied
up on the farm (with calving out a
heifer, or some such other pressing
situation).
With a combined experience of
70 years of bus driving one would
expect just a few details to be
shared and stories to be told. The

writer of this article is trying her
best to withhold names, but that is
not always possible and literary
indulgences may be made herein.
Throughout his 48 consecutive
years of driving, Joe has had 7
different buses — their vintages
were 1957, 1964, 1972, 1980 (1st
bus with power steering), 1985,
1999 and 2004. Well, turns out in
all those years Joe confesses to
having had only one scrape and
that he blames on Jake Britz. It
seems that Joe dropped off kids at
school and continued on with the
bus to Jake’s funeral. It was after
the funeral, when Joe, not quite
used to his new bus with “power
steering”, negotiated pulling out
of his parking spot, over steered
causing his one-and-only, lengthy
scrape along the side of the bus.
Neither Joe, nor Muriel would
admit to any other traffic transgressions — no ditches, no altercations with wildlife — a pretty
good record over all it appears.
In the early years buses were

Restoration Progress Report

By Murray Puetz, Chairman

Work continued in the interior
of Assumption Church in 2012.
Refinishing of the floor was completed in the fall of 2011, leaving
the renovation of the stage area
for 2012. In previous years, when
the Steinway piano or the
Baldwin organ was needed for
performances, the instruments
were lifted manually onto the
stage area. The existing stage was
deteriorating and was inadequate
in size. A larger performing area
was needed to accommodate larger performing groups and to keep
the piano and organ on the same
level at all times.
In the spring of this year
Murray Frank and his band of volunteers resumed renovations. A
new expanded stage area was constructed and finished in oak hardwood flooring; a definite compliment to the interior of the church;
not to mention a much needed
area for performances. Raised
platforms were installed in the
choir loft to provide for better
seating.
A grand piano dolly system

was installed for the ease of
movement of the piano on the
new flooring.
Mike Labelle, along with
Marysburg volunteers, renovated
the west sacristy. The old crumbling plaster was replaced with
new plaster board, dry-walled and
painted.
The existing lighting system
was inadequate for performers to
read music and for audience members to clearly see performers.
‘Night Owl’ lighting of Saskatoon
worked with committee board
members to create a professional
lighting system to be installed in
phases as funding will permit. The
first phase was installed in time
for the June ‘Inaugural Concert’.
New carpeting in the back of
the church and the main aisle
completed the improvements for
2012.
The sealing of the exterior brick
is the next major project; large in
both scope and expense. Donations
of all sizes are greatly appreciated;
Homecoming 2013 will be a big
part of that fundraiser.
Thank you, looking forward to
seeing you next summer.

Muriel and Joe Eisner

expected to run, come hell or
high water. Joe remembers heading out with the bus, getting
stuck, shoveling snow for three
hours, picking up kids that
emerged at the end of their driveways like phantoms as it was so
stormy they couldn’t see the bus
and he couldn’t see them! Parents
would send their kids and the bus
would carry on like the Pony
Express! These days, common
sense has become common again
and drivers are not expected to
and in fact are advised not to
drive in adverse conditions.
Muriel has many fond memories of her bus driving experience
and grins from ear to ear when
recounting memories of her
favourite route which happened to
be the Muenster route. Hmmm.....it
appears that there was a young fellow from the Marysburg area, riding on the bus to Muenster school,
who was very interested in
“asstronomy”. He was particularly
taken with “the moon” whether a
full moon or half moon and often
demonstrated to his friends on the
bus, as well as approaching cars

what he believed this moon could
look like. He was very resourceful
in using what was at hand, that
being his backside. After several
full moons, Muriel reprimanded
this young man to little effect. The
moon rose again with a “whoops,
sorry”. One day when Muriel had
to be away, she enlisted the services of a spare bus driver who just
happened to be a female RCMP
officer. (There were a couple officers who acted as spare drivers
while on duty, just to meet the kids
and learn where those kids lived).
Well, that turned out to be a big
shock for our “astronomer” when
he got on the bus to find a police
officer at the wheel. The next day
he said to Muriel, “you chased a
cop after me!”
Joe indicated that he was
always in-the-know on the bus.
He learned the kids’opinions of
“who was hot, who was not”, and
where the parties were going to
be and where they were last
weekend. Once only did he have
to “toss”a kid and that he managed without even leaving his
seat — just reached sideways,

guided the young man by the
lapel of his jacket and assisted
him down the stairs and off the
bus. The young man had to apologize (Joe doesn’t even remember the issue) before he was permitted back on the bus. The
youngster learned a valuable life
lesson that day and has since
introduced his wife and family to
Joe while recounting the very lesson he learned as a passenger on
the school bus.
Joe was victim to a few pranks
over the years. April Fools — a
teenage girl got on the bus telling
Joe he had a flat front tire on the
bus — hook, line and sinker —
Joe got out and took a look! He
still can’t believe he was gullible
enough to believe he could have
missed seeing a flat tire. Halloween — Joe did mention something about someone breaking
open a straw bale on the bus — I
wonder if Eddy Strueby might
remember something about how
that could have happened?
Have kids changed over the
years? Joe and Muriel say the kids
haven’t changed. The parents have
changed, the bureaucracy has
changed, but the kids are the same.
Kids are kids. The kids who rode
with Joe and Muriel had the luxury of always knowing where they
stood and what was expected of
them. There were rules, but Joe
and Muriel’s rules made sense.
Well of course, everyone knows
the bus driver can’t see everything.
If hockey sticks and hockey bags
came on the bus and were neatly
out of harm’s way, Joe couldn’t
see them. If someone’s friend
came along on the bus and obeyed
the rules, Muriel didn’t notice
them. When kids ate on the bus,
cleaned up their trash, Joe and
Muriel just kept on driving.
Muriel’s bus driving career
ended in June of this year due to
vision issues. Joe is still on the
road, working on his 48th consecutive year. Is he shooting for an even
50 years? He’s not sure. His license
is up for renewal after year 49. So
we’ll just have to wait and see how
long this temporary job lasts.

On October 27th friends and family gathered at Assumption Church as Fr. Greg Roth baptized six new
Marysburg parishioners. Grayson Puetz, son of Reg & Kristen, Jameson Jenkins, son of Jeremy and Jill
Lauryn Strueby, daughter of Lesa and Shaun, Jon Strueby, son of Aaron and Monique, Millie Strueby,
daughter of Geoff and Danielle and Cassie Clark, daughter of Jeremy and Maegan.

Shaun, Lesa and Lauryn Strueby; Aaron, Monique & Jon Strueby; Fr. Greg Roth; Geoff, Danielle and
Millie Strueby; Jeremy, Maegan and Cassie Clark
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Royals 2012 - Year 94
The Marysburg Royals 2012
season was certainly one to
remember once again. The team
competed in the Saskatoon
Senior Baseball League and
ended up finishing first overall
with a 21-3 record. This is the
best record the Royals have ever
had in the league and the best
record any team has had in the
league in the last ten years. The
Royals were able to host twelve
home games in Marysburg again
and they did not disappoint the
crowds as they won every single
game at home. In league playoff
action they took on the
Saskatoon Outlaws and swept
them in two straight games to
advance to the league final
against the Saskatoon Stallions
for the third year in a row.
Missing many players with college and work commitments (the
last two games the Royals actually only had 9 players), the
Royals battled extremely hard
but came up short in the best of
five series 3-1.

The Royals did bring home
the plaque for winning the league
pennant. Also three Royals were
honored with individual awards
as Brent Puetz was the league’s
top homerun hitter with five,
Paul Strueby was named the
league’s top pitcher for having
the most wins with five, and
Curtis Strueby was voted the
league’s top defensive player for
the second year in a row for his
play at shortstop throughout the
year.
The team also took part in
two tournaments this past season. We entered the annual
Father’s Day Tournament and
went 3-0 as we defeated the
Saskatoon Outlaws, the Yorkton
Yankees, and the Carlyle
Cardinals. We were set to play in
the final when unfortunately, the
rains came and washed the tournament out.
The second tournament was
the annual Big Moose Tourney
down in Kenosee Lake and
Carlyle where the Royals defeat-

Marysburg Royals 2012

Izzie & Royal Grandsons

Back Row, L to R: Luke Strueby, Aaron Strueby, Geoff Strueby, Mathew Strueby and Wayne Strueby (son)
Front Row, L to R: Curtis Strueby, Shaun Strueby, Isidore Strueby and Paul Strueby

ed the Arcola Combines, the
Kenosee Cubs, the Lampman
Pirates, the Saskatoon Stallions,

Back Row L to R: Brent Puetz, Cole Bauml, Braden Bauml, Jordan Gerwing, Aaron Strueby, Dean Jaeb,
Mathew Strueby, Colin Bauml, Geoff Strueby, Kyle Yarskie, Wayne Strueby (Coach)
Front Row L to R: Marty Yeager, Shaun Strueby, Rylan Korte, Curtis Strueby, Shaun Timmerman
(Coach), Paul Strueby, Luke Strueby, Bevin Ledingham

The walls of Marysburg Hall
were bursting at the seams from
Monday, August 13 to Friday,
August 17, 2011 as 43 music theatre students, their teachers and
volunteer helpers settled in for a
week of singing, dancing and
drama classes.
In five days, directors Wendy
Kondrat and Anne Gatha from
Calgary, set a fast paced learning
curve for everyone as speaking
parts were learned, solos and
group singing prepared, dance
moves figured out, clown stunts
perfected, clown costumes tried
on and clown make-up artfully
applied. Helping with the teaching, piano accompaniments and
all the details that come with
putting a show together were
Sharon Carter, Rita Frank and
Sharon and Danielle Guina.
At the end of the fifth day, parents, relatives, friends and the
community joined the students
for a barbeque supper followed
by a lively, fun performance.

and the Carlyle Cardinals to win
the tournament for the third time
in the last six years.
The Royals also entered the
Senior AA Provincials once
again. They travelled to Yorkton
on August long weekend looking to defend their title. In an
extremely tough pool the Royals
defeated the Lloydminster
Twins 6-3, the Saskatoon
Stallions 10-9, and the Holdfast/
Regina Trappers 4-2 to finish
first in their pool. This
advanced them to the semi final
against the Saskatoon Outlaws
which they won by a score of
12-5. So for the third time in
four years the Royals were back
in the provincial final and this
time it would be a rematch of
the 2009 final as they would
face the Holdfast/Regina
Trappers. After a hard fought
game the Royals came up just
short losing by a score of 4-2. It
was not the result they had
wanted, but at the same time
they played really well.
A few individuals should be
noted as well. Congratulations to
Royals Cole Bauml, Dean Jaeb,
and Jordan Gerwing as they pursue their education while playing
college baseball. And finally,

Aaron Strueby has decided to end
his playing days with the Royals.
The team would like to give him
a very big thank you for everything he has done on and off the
field for the team for the last 15
years.
The 2012 season proved to be
an unbelievable year for the
Royals as they amassed a 39-7
win loss record. At one point
during the season the team had
won 19 games in a row.
Although they did now win the
provincial championship they
were so hoping for, they will be
back strong again next year as
the majority of the team will be
playing once again. The boys
have done a lot of work to the
diamond and facilities in
Marysburg as well. They have
upgraded all the shale on the diamond, replaced a large portion of
the fence, and also built a team
clubhouse. The dedication this
team has both on and off the
field is a major reason why they
are as successful today as ever.
There is a lot of pride when each
player puts that Royals jersey on
and it will continue for years to
come. The team cannot wait to
get on the field again in the
spring of 2013.

Summer Music Theatre Camp at Marysburg

The musical, called “Clowns”,
is a story of singing, dancing,
laughing and crying, searching
and finding – the very elements
of life itself. The clowns are on a
quest to find out one of the
secrets of life. After looking for
the secret in tangible things, they
are shown that the searching must
take place in the heart, and that
the search isn’t limited to one
day, but goes on tomorrow with
new secrets to be found.
The camp, sponsored by
Marysburg Centre of the Arts,
was attended by students from
Annaheim, Bruno, Dalmeny,
Humboldt, Imperial, Lanigan,
Middle Lake, Muenster, Naicam,
North Battleford, Quill Lake,
Saskatoon, St. Brieux, Unity and
Watson.
Marysburg Centre of the Arts
will continue the Music Theatre
Camp in the summer of 2013.
The dates for the camp will be
Monday, August 12 to Friday,
August 16, 2013.

2012 Summer Music Theatre Camp students “clowning” on the church steps.
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Tribute Concert to Al Gerwing and Greg Schulte a huge success

Sharon Guina

Fred Gerwing

Renee Puetz and Rita Frank

Greg Schulte

Tribute Concert a Huge Success

The Marysburg Centre of the Arts held an Inaugural Concert
(Celebrating recently installed performance-area upgrades) as

“A Tribute to Al Gerwing
& Gregory Schulte”
Sunday, June 24, 2012 at
Assumption Church

Ken Brinkman, Gerald Junk, Tony Muggli, Clarence Puetz

Steve Buttinger

With: Master of Ceremonies, Steve Buttinger
Full choir rehearsed by Music Director, Sharon Carter
Guest Conductor & Music Arranger, Brian Unverricht
Soloists – Maxine Moore, Roberta Duncan, Rita Frank,
Anna-Marie Moellenbeck, Angela Yakimoski,
Robert Dick, Robert Henderson
Accompanist – Sharon Guina
Gregory Schulte on piano & organ
Special appearance by Baritone, Henri Loiselle
Brass Choir

The concert featured music we loved and performed over the years
with Al and Greg including hymns, contemporary sacred music
and music theatre medleys from “The Sound of Music” and the
“Music Man”. The evening ended with a rousing choral rendition
of “Battle Hymn of the Republic” with Gregory Schulte at the
piano and a brass choir accompaniment. Additional activities at
Marysburg that afternoon included a Marysburg Royals Senior
Baseball double header, barbeque and refreshments.
This concert was held to showcase the on-going restoration
improvements to our beautiful church. Most importantly, the concert was held to pay tribute to Al Gerwing and Greg Schulte
whose vision back in 1998, looked past crumbling walls and
falling plaster. They saw Assumption Church restored to her former grandeur and heard new music singing within her walls. Al
and Greg helped us to believe that working as community we
could make this vision of the future come true.

www.marysburgchurch.ca
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A visit to Brazil and Al Gerwing’s beloved people
Submitted by Rita Frank

academic as well as farming tasks
that involve family and community, with school staff visiting their
On April 9, 2012 Murray and I
farms. We met the staff as well as
along with my brother George
students, watched a performance
Bunz embarked on a two-week
the students prepared for our visit,
excursion to Brazil. We were travtoured the farming projects and
elling under the auspices of the
visited what remained of the driedRainbow of Hope for Children
up gardens. At the garden, students
Society - Out of Canada Volunteer
dug up a cassava plant to show us
Program. Rainbow of Hope was an
what one of the leading food and
organization near and dear to Al
feed plants in the world looks like.
Gerwing. It was under their banner
The plant, a perennial, takes about
that Al funded many of his proa year to establish. The leaves of
jects in Brazil. On many occasions
the plant can be eaten but are
throughout our travels we were
mainly used for livestock feed. Its
reminded of Al and inspired by his
long root is used like potatoes for
work. We visited the projects he
human consumption – boiled, fried
began and met the people with
or dried and ground into powder to
whom he worked so tirelessly. Al
sprinkle on other foods.
would be so proud to know many
L to R: Murray Frank, Dona Lourdes, Rita Frank, Cicero Pinto at
From there we travelled 12 Fundanor
of these projects are becoming self
hours north and at night crossed
sustainable. George, my brother is
the San Francisco River (referred than we have in our entire lives.
currently president of Rainbow of
banana fibre, and coconut bars).
to as Old Chico, local nickname
Hope and was therefore making
From here Sr. Clair Novecosky
From Penedo we travelled
for St. Francis) on a ferry to the another full day to Maceio and and Sr. Louise Hinz (Ursuline
this journey to monitor these procity of Penedo. (Penedo was under Marechal Deodoro where Al did Sisters of Bruno working for the
jects.
Dutch occupation for eight years most of his work. Here we stayed Saskatoon Diocesan Mission)
It was quite a shock to arrive
back in the 1600’s). Our bus driver at the Pousada Aconchego by a joined us to visit Fundanor. Funin Sao Paulo, the largest city in
kindly arranged for a boat ride on beautiful beach which was one of danor is a home for homeless boys
the southern hemisphere. It has a
Old Chico to the Delta. It was a Al’s favourite places. From there living on the streets of Palmeira
population of 11 million in the
beautiful excursion, 32 degrees. we made various day trips out to dos Indios. It was founded by
city; with a total population of
Along the way we saw the straw visit more projects.
almost 20 million in the greater
Dona Lourdes a retired teacher
huts of the fishermen as well as
Sao Paulo metropolitan area (we
One of the next projects was who dedicated her life to working
watched those local fishermen MMTRP-AL Movement of Rural with street children. Al along with
have only about 35 million peocatching fish with only a line on a Women Workers and Fishers of Rainbow of Hope built classrooms,
ple on all of Canada)! Traffic was
stick. At the Delta we swam in Alagoas. The women involved a wood carving centre and dormiunbelievable! From here we flew
water as warm as a bath tub. After with this project speak of Al as tories for the boys. In subsequent
snacking on crackers, homemade Santa Tomas because of all the years with funding from CIDA, a
cheese and Cerveza (beer) that our financial and moral support he home for girls was also built.
driver’s wife had sent for our jour- provided. This organization is a
The operation of Fundanor has
ney, we managed to end the day at rural feminist movement that not been without challenges.
a beachside restaurant with a feast struggles for social justice as a When Dona Lourdes retired,
of fish and more Cerveza. In means to achieve gender, racial Fundanor was managed by the
Brazil, beer is cheaper than water and ethnic equality. Thanks to the municipalities who then for sever– so of course, we had beer!
Rainbow of Hope and The Wild al years neglected it. At this time
The next project we visited was Rose Foundation of Alberta, there there was a rift between Dona
in the little community of Cajueiro are five regions with 680 women Lourdes and the mayor who wantNova. Rainbow of Hope had built working to create jobs and gener- ed to take Fundanor’s computers
a tiny Technology Centre which ate income for rural workers and and install them in his prized
we were pleased to see is being fishers, consequently providing library in the city. Dona Lourdes
sustained by the local municipality. benefits for their families and flatly refused to let this happen as
The municipality is providing communities.
the computers had been funded by
some funds for additional equipWe visited the headquarters of the generosity of Canadians.
ment and teachers. They were this MMTRP-AL in Maceio, the Today, we are pleased to see that
L to R: Sr Clair Novecosky, George Bunz, Marivone Leier, Rita Frank, proud to inform us that several
capital city of Alagoas. Thanks to Fundanor is being modernized. Its
Sr. Louise Hinz, Doug Leier, Murray Frank taken at the home of Srs.
graduates of the computer courses Al’s fundraising efforts with social programs have improved to
Clair and Louise.
offered there were now employed matching grants from the Wild allow for children after two years
north to Salvador in the state of farm’s two dugouts were bone dry. and many women were thrilled Rose Foundation, Rainbow of at the institution, to be integrated
Bahia where we met our bus dri- Gardens were parched. While we that they were able to earn income Hope was able to purchase these back into a family structure where
ver and interpreters (who were were there, work was underway to for their families because of the headquarters for the MMTRP-AL family counselling has been promake big underground cisterns to sewing skills gained at the centre. women. The group’s coordinator vided. Fundanor is bursting with
vital to our very survival).
The first project we visited was store rain water when the rains The library at the centre, about the Zeze, arranged for us to meet 15 happy, healthy three to five-year
Our Lady of Grace School (N.S come again. This school invests in size of one of our small bedroom of the 36 women who are the olds in five classrooms. With a
das Gracas School Rua da Horta) the future of small agriculture by dressers, was a major source of trained leaders in their affiliate new mayor in office, the municiin the heart of Salvador. It was a 3- offering education as incentive to pride as well. Again – more food! communities. Some of their work palities are paying salaries for five
story house (3010 sq ft) once a make a modest living as a small They fed us baking and various in action include Sunflower for qualified teachers and two counpriest’s rectory now converted for producer. The school currently has juices made from fruit and leaves Knowledge (library and reading sellors. Additional funding is
use as a school. We never would 6 teachers, an agronomist and sup- of native trees. With sugar cane reinforcement), Production of
have recognized it as such, had we port staff. In a two-week live-in one of the main crops in Brazil, the Cocada (fruit sweets, crafts with Continued on page 6
not visited it. Because the school is cycle, students study core curricu- Brazilian peolocated in a very poor neighbour- lum, vegetable and fruit gardening, ple love their
hood, a high-crime area, our bus livestock husbandry (pigs, poultry, s w e e t s .
driver had to park in a certain spot goats) and bookkeeping in a Murray and I
more
and stand guard over the bus. At lifestyle similar to that of their ate
the school there were 130 students small home farm. They are given sweets this trip
(3 - 7 yr olds) under the charge of
five poorly paid teachers. Just
imagine that many of our Canadian
homes are as large as this entire
school. These beautiful children
sang and performed Capoeira (a
martial art dance brought to Brazil
by their ancestors – slaves from
Africa). Salvador had been the
entry port of the largest slave trade
in North America – hence the
influence in the dance. Murray and
I sat with the children while they
ate their lunch (chicken and rice).
They prayed then all brushed their
teeth and scurried back to class.
We got a BIG hug from each of the
130 students as we were leaving.
Next day we travelled 400 kms
to the interior Serato (big desert)
where we met Fr. Paulo Ehle,
originally from Pierceland, Sk.
He has worked over 30 years as a
missionary in Brazil and knew Al
very well. That evening he took
us to a local tavern for pizza and
beer – a welcome relief to the
+30 degree temperatures.
The following day we had a
shorter journey, just 30 kms on
dusty trails to the School of Family
Agriculture. The area hadn’t a drop
of rain for the past six months with
temperatures soaring in the high
30’s and low 40’s. Water had to be
trucked in for livestock as the

Beautiful children asleep at Fundanor

Murray and Rita Frank lunch with the children at Our Lady of Grace School Salvador,
Brazil.
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Sharon Carter honoured

We’d like you to get to know
Sharon Carter. Sharon has a hand
on the pulse of everything musical
that happens at Marysburg and
works tirelessly to promote the use
and restoration of our wonderful
facility Assumption Church. We
are so happy that Sharon has
adopted our community. Though
Sharon doesn’t reside directly in
our midst, she is a Marysburger at
heart. On November 2, 2012 at the
Saskatchewan Music Conference
at Saskatoon, Sharon was awarded
the Saskatchewan Choral Federation Community Service Award
recognizing her contribution to the
cultural life of Saskatchewan
through her contribution to the
development of choral music in
her community. This is an honour
of which Sharon is most deserving.
Sharon was born and raised in
Grenfell, Saskatchewan where she
sang in school choirs, participated
extensively in music festivals and
played percussion in band. Sharon
attended part of high school in
Melfort, where she continued to
sing in and accompany school
choirs, as well as play percussion
in band.
Sharon’s music education is
extensive. Having studied at different universities in Canada, Sharon
completed her Bachelor of Music
in Vocal Education in Toronto and
her Masters in Voice Performance
in Regina. She also received a
Canada Council Grant to further
her vocal study in the Opera

Department at the University of
California and in New York. While
in California, Sharon was an arts
administrator for symphonies in
Sacramento and the Palm Springs
area.
Sharon took early retirement
and she and her husband decided to
move to Middle Lake, Saskatchewan to be close to family. Her
plan was to retire, but Sharon soon
found herself very involved in sharing her talents with the surrounding
communities. She continues to do
some performance, directs the
Marysburg Regional Choir, the
Community Children’s Choir and
the Community Youth Choir
(which won first place at the 2012
Saskatchewan Music Festivals
Association Provincial Finals), as
well as organizes and directs the
Marysburg Centre of the Arts’
annual Christmas Concert.
Sharon has taught music for 18
years at the elementary, high
school and college levels. She has
taught private lessons and also
been a mentor teacher. Despite
“retiring “Sharon, along with
additional piano and guitar teachers, now operates a music studio
in her home where she provides
excellent musical instruction for
students within an approximate
40-mile radius. In addition to this,
Sharon teaches some music programs at the school in the Middle
Lake community as a volunteer
music consultant and plays organ
for services at the Lutheran

church. When not needed for services at her own church, Sharon
plays for services at Marysburg.
Every year since 1998, the
Marysburg Centre of the Arts puts
on an annual Christmas Concert.
In recent years, Sharon was introduced to the Marysburg Regional
Choir as a singer and subsequent
to the passing of the choir’s director, Al Gerwing, assumed the role
of director. Sharon spends countless hours searching and selecting
the right music for each year’s
production. She collaborates with
accompanist Sharon Guina, and
organist, Greg Schulte, and re hearses with the choir to put on a
magical Christmas concert whose
breadth and vision grow and
expand each year. From the first
time recruiting children to sing
with the adult choir to including a
string quartet from the Saskatoon
Symphony Orchestra, Sharon is
dedicated to sharing the gift of
music with her community.
Sharon’s involvement in music
in the area is constantly evolving.
She has been instrumental in
forming the Three Lakes and
District Performing Arts organization, which sponsors children’s
choirs in schools and operates the
Community Children’s Choir and
the Community Youth Choir. In
August, 2010 Three Lakes District
Performing Arts also sponsored a
week-long Choral Day Camp at
Marysburg, where with the help of
Sharon and other music teachers

Sharon Carter was awarded the Saskatchewan Choral Federation
Community Service Award at the Saskatchewan Music Conference in
Saskatoon on November 2, 2012.

and dance instructors, 24 happy
and excited campers put on a wonderful concert.
In August 2012, under the
sponsorship of the Marysburg
Centre of the Arts, Sharon organized a 5-day Musical Theatre
Camp once again at Marysburg.
The camp had to be cap applications at 45 students — a testimony to the high esteem in which
Sharon is held. Another successful week culminated in a production of the musical Clowns.
Sharon moves forward year
after year to include more and
more people, children and adults,
in the appreciation of and participation in music. She is committed

to making the same caliber of
music experience and exposure
that’s available in large cities
available in her own community
and is seen by them as an invaluable asset. The Marysburg Centre
of the Arts believes:
“Sharon Carter is a gift to our
extended community. We think
Sharon is our angel sent from
above, our energizer bunny that
keeps on going and going. Her
dedication to teaching, with her
love of choral music is an inspiration to young and old, schooled
and novice. Sharon is intent to
share the gift of music and we are
most grateful to accept. THANK
YOU SHARON!”

A visit to Brazil . . .
Continued from page 5

2012 Music Theatre Camp Instructors

Left to right: Sharon Carter, Sharon Guina, Danielle Guina, Wendy Kondrat and Anne Gatha

Marysburg Centre of the Arts Presents

Marysburg Christmas Concert
Performances by

Combined Community Children & Youth Choirs, Handbell Choir
& Marysburg Regional Chorus
Conducted by Sharon Carter,
accompanied by Sharon Guina on piano and Greg Schulte on organ

Sunday, December 2, 2012 @ 2:00 pm
Advance Tickets: Adults — $10.00
12 & Under $5.00

At the Door — $12.00
$ 6.00

Happy Hour — 4:00 pm * Supper — 5:00 pm
Supper Tickets - $15.00 — Advance Only
Tickets available at Cottage Boutique & Shopper’s Drug Mart, Humboldt, SK
or by calling John @ 306-682-3543

being provided by the rotary club
whose president is very dedicated
to Fundanor. We visited a bakery
that Fundanor started for its use.
It now produces enough baking to
sell at local markets thereby providing some welcome income for
Fundanor. Rainbow of Hope’s
financial support is no longer necessary for this project.
Dona Lourdes graciously invited us into her home where she
showered us with hospitality. We
had lunch with her and Cicero
Pinto, the first graduate of Fundanor. Cicero is now a teacher and
works at the University of Maceio.
Yet another project we visited
was Grota da Alegria (Grotto of
Joy). This school is located in one
of the most violent places in Brazil
(labelled Valley of the Skeletons as
it was common for criminals to
dump bodies over the cliff into a
steep ravine below). With the help
of Rainbow of Hope and the Wild
Rose Foundation, strong leaders
began rejuvenating their community through education for life programs, literacy, citizenship,
income generation, culture and
sports programs. Thus changing to
Grotto of Joy. The leader we met
was giving his time teaching without pay. He asked only for finances
for computers and supplies. Here
again, the children were eager to
perform for us. Rainbow of Hope
is funding this project and any
donations are matched 2:1 by the
Alphonse Gerwing Charitable
Foundation.
Our last stop before we left for
home was Tahlita House, a home
for unwed mothers. Sr. Louise

accompanied us as we met with
the main director and a social
worker. This project is struggling
as the government is not in support.
April 23, after 32 hours travelling we were back home to our
comfortable life in Saskatchewan.
We are back home with the realization that we can all make a difference. We feel heightened
responsibility in caring for our
neighbour and saw firsthand at
the projects visited that love
doesn’t stop at a doorway or at a
border.
If you are interesting in supporting any of these projects or wish to
learn more about the people Al
Gerwing worked so tirelessly to
support, please visit the website:
rainbowofhopeforchildren.ca
and/or find the Alphonse Gerwing
Foundation at socialjustice.ws

Al’s Books on Brazil
For sale: Two books (“The
Philosopher and the Coconut Thief
“and “Joining the Street People”)
about exceptional people that Al
Gerwing encountered on his trips
to Brazil. Both will inspire and
teach us at the same time. As we
approach Christmas with the usual
anxiety of what to get (that will be
meaningful) for our loved ones,
might I suggest a copy of one or
both of these books. I can’t think
that anyone who receives one
would be disappointed.
Cost: $10 each. To order: e-mail
sbuttinger@sasktel.net or call Steve
Buttinger at 306-374-3345.
Books will be available for purchase at the Marysburg Christmas
Concert December 2.
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We Remember

Louise (Anton) Massinger
May 11, 1926 – January 27, 2011

Caroline (Ray) Albers
Sept 28, 1912 – October 26, 2011

Egill Buschman
September 15, 1917 – July 22, 2012

Bertha (Arnold) Ecker
December 9, 1930 – August 10, 2012
Margaret (Marcellus) Haeusler
October 13, 1929 – August 3, 2012

Isidore Strueby
September 29, 1929 – September 29, 2012

A BIG THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS
The Marysburg Centre of the Arts
Gratefully acknowledges its generous
2012 Sponsors

Platinum ($1000 +)
FeedRite (Ridley Inc)
RBC Foundation
(Manager’s Choice)

Gold ($500 - $999)
Connexus Credit Union
The Humboldt Journal
Colony Motor Products
Jenkins Farms

Bronze ($100 - $249)
JayDee Ag Tech
Humboldt Coop Assoc.
Richardson Pioneer
Farm World
Murray & Bev Puetz
Clarence & Renee Puetz
John & Judy Brinkmeier
Joe & Sharon Carter
Ray & Armella Fleischhacker
Regan & Colleen Bernhard

Silver ($250 - $499)
KMK Sales
Hergott Farm Equipment
Humboldt Lumber Mart
CMI Terminal
Vikki Bauml (in memoriam Ray Bauml)
Bauml Seeds (in memoriam Clarence Bauml)
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Egill Buschman
September 15, 1917 – July 22, 2012
It is with heavy hearts that the family of Egill
Buschman of Humboldt, SK, announces his death on
Sunday, July 22, 2012, at Royal University Hospital,
Saskatoon, SK. He was 94 years of age. Egill was
born on September 15, 1917, to Axel and Elerine
(nee Hansen) Buschman at Watrous. He was the third
in a family of eight, and the first one born after the
family immigrated to Canada from Norway. Initially
the Buschmans homesteaded at Venn, SK, then in
1923, purchased land in the Muenster district and settled there. Egill attained his elementary education at
Ives Country School, then took grades nine and ten
by correspondence. He continued helping at home on
the farm until July 12, 1942, when he enlisted with
the South Saskatchewan Regiment of the Canadian
Armed Forces. As well as duties in Canada, he
served his country in Great Britain and Western
Europe until he was discharged in February 1946. On
November 12 of that year, Egill married Gertrude
Schreiner in Assumption R.C. Church at Marysburg,
SK. Three children, two daughters and one son were
born to them. Egill and Gertrude farmed in the
Marysburg district for 40 years, then moved into
Kinsmen Court in Humboldt. Over the years, Egill
took an active interest in the communities in which
he lived: he served 38 years on the Moseley Wheat
Pool Committee; nine years on the Marysburg Parish
Council; ten years on the Marysburg School Board;
23 years on the Humboldt Credit Union Board of
Directors with nine of those years as president; and
12 years as a director of the Humboldt Co-op

Association. He was also a member of the Lake
Lenore Knights of Columbus and the Humboldt
Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion. In earlier
years, Egill enjoyed curling and golfing. Socializing,
especially for meals at Trans Café, was a highlight of
his everyday activities. More than anything, Egill’s
life centred around his family and his faith. He loved
nothing more than visits with his children and grandchildren, and was devoted to attending Mass and
other functions involving the church.

Isidore Strueby
September 29, 1929 – September 29, 2012

Isidore was born on September 29, 1929, at
Marysburg, SK. He was the 7th child in a family of
10 born to Frank and Pauline (nee Bauml) Strueby.
He attended St. Henry’s School in Marysburg for
several years and finished in Blume School. After
completing his schooling he began helping on the
farm as well as working at Dust’s Auto Body. On
October 14, 1953 Isidore married Anne Frerichs at
St. Gregory R.C. Church. In the fall of 1954 they
moved to Ocean Falls, BC to work in the pulp mill.
In the spring of 1955 the pull of the land brought
them back to Marysburg where Isidore began farming on his father’s homestead. Isidore loved every
aspect of farming and knew that this was his calling
in life. To supplement his income he began painting
with Jerome and Gary Bauml. Over the years
Isidore and Anne were blessed with three children,
two sons, Wayne and David and a daughter, Karen.
His interest in sport played a major role in his life.
Many summers were spent as a member of the
Marysburg Royals baseball team, first as a player
and in later years as a coach to his sons. In his later
years he helped maintain the diamond and the
grounds and he became the team’s most loyal fan.
As a young man he played hockey with both the
Moseley and Marysburg senior hockey team and
spent one season with the Lloydminster Jets of the
Saskatchewan Intermediate A league. He was very
active at the Assumption Church as a member of
church council and in many other committees. In
1985 Isidore and Anne retired to Humboldt. Isidore

continued to help Wayne and Dave on the farm and
would make daily trips from town. In the winter he
enjoyed skating almost daily until he was 80 and
spent hours at the Uniplex watching hockey and
curling. Isidore loved life to the fullest and enjoyed
a good joke. His life was a healthy balance of work
and play. In 2005 Isidore was inducted into the
Saskatchewan Baseball Hall of Fame and into the
Humboldt Sports Hall of Fame in 2011. Isidore was
loved and known by many and best described as a
“gentle gentleman!”

CAR DABBER
BINGO!
Our annual car dabber bingo was held on Monday, June 11, a beautiful spring
evening. We had a very good crowd with 76 vehicles loaded with bingo enthusiasts. All
were eager to make their fortune while supporting our Marysburg Centre of the Arts
fundraising efforts. The workers were literally kept hopping!

With a guaranteed $1500 payout plus a 50/50 ticket draw, our banker for the evening
John Brinkmeier had no time to dawdle! The money makers for the evening were Kim
Brockman winning the 50/50 draw valued at $510 and John Soderom who won the
blackout bingo and went home $500 richer. Congratulations to them and we think we
can count on their coming back next year!
A big THANK YOU goes out to all the volunteers, especially Carol Brons who does
a great job of organizing the event each and every year.
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MARYSBURG HOMECOMING 2013
We would like you to join us for the Marysburg Homecoming Celebration which will be held

July 12th, 13th and 14th, 2013
We would appreciate your help in obtaining mailing
and e-mail addresses for your family members and
former Marysburgers whom you think might be
interested in attending.

Friday, July 12
7:00 pm
• Registration at Marysburg Hall
• Beer gardens & concession available throughout the evening.

Please forward to:

Saturday, July 13
1:00 pm
• Registration at Marysburg Hall
1:30 pm
• To Be Determined (Hopefully a Marysburg Royals Baseball Game)
5:00 pm
• Catered Supper under the big top tent
8:00 pm
• Dance and lunch under the big top tent

Check our new website
www.marysburgchurch.ca
for regular Homecoming 2013 Updates.

Hope to see you in July!

Beer gardens and Concession available throughout the day

Games, activities and face painting will be available for the children.

Sunday, July 14
10:30
• Gospel Mass, Assumption Church
• Pancake Breakfast following Mass

Noreen Strueby
PO Box 294
Humboldt SK S0K 2A0
e-mail: norway@sasktel.net
Phone: 306-682-3381

A Silent Auction will take place throughout the weekend. Anyone
wishing to donate items for this auction can do so by contacting
Noreen @682-3381, Bev @682-3380 or Colleen @682-3371

Cost of registration for the weekend is $60.00 with 10 years and under free of charge.
This includes Friday evening, Saturday supper, dance & lunch and Sunday pancake breakfast. A wristband will be issued to those
paying for the weekend package. Saturday supper is available only through the purchase of the full weekend registration.
PLEASE CHECK APPROPRIATE RESPONSE & RETURN BY APRIL 30, 2013.
NAME: ____________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

❑ Yes I plan to attend Marysburg Homecoming 2013
No. of people over 10 years of age planning to attend __________ x $60.00 (weekend fee) = Total $________________

No. of people 10 years and under planning to attend __________

Free of Charge (Please state total of children 10 years & under attending)

Camping available on Parish Grounds.

Please make HOMECOMING REGISTRATION CHEQUES payable to MARYSBURG CENTRE OF THE ARTS
and mail to John Brinkmeier, Box 1017, Humboldt, SK S0K 2A0

Visit Our New Website at : http://marysburgchurch.ca/

On behalf of the board of directors of the Marysburg Centre of the Arts, we would like to thank Nikki Puetz of P.E. Ltd. Advertising in Prince
Albert for the countless hours of work put into creating our new website. Nikki provided us with excellent service and innovative ideas
infused with a passion and enthusiasm second to none. Nikki’s support for our non-profit organization is greatly appreciated. Nikki (husband
David) is daughter-in-law to Roger and the late Doris Puetz. Thank you and we wish you every success in your marketing business. Visit
Nikki’s website at www.peoutdooradvertising.ca/

DONATION FORM

Dear readers of The Marysburg Town Crier,
In future publications we would appreciate your assistance with the following:
1) death notifications in the Town Crier of former Marysburg residents
2) treasured memories of family in Marysburg
3) items of interest you would like to see in our paper
We welcome letters to the editor or any suggestions or items of interest for
next year’s publication.
Please send any correspondence concerning the Town Crier to:
Lillian Bauml
Box 1527, Humboldt, SK S0K 2A0
If you would like to receive your Town Crier by email, please let us know.

(Please return this form with donation.)

The Marysburg Town Crier comes to you gratis but we
do ask that you consider a donation to help in the
church’s restoration. You will receive receipts for donations of $20 or more. Please send cheques payable to
Marysburg Centre of the Arts.

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City: ___________________________ Prov: _______

PC: _____________________ Tel: _______________
Mail to:

Marysburg Centre of the Arts
c/o John Brinkmeier
Box 1017
Humboldt, SK S0K 2A0

Reg Charity #11911 1599 RR0001

